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This	was	the	opinion	of	the	Van	Lews	for	many.	Her	brother	was	not	able	to	find	work,	and	Van	Lew	herself	used	her	connections	in	order	to	get	him	a	job.	However,	she	did	not	have	the	friends	and	connections	that	she	thought	she	had	before.	She	lost	not	only	her	position	of	 power,	 but	 her	 money.	 She	 had	 spent	 all	 of	 her	 family’s	 fortune	 in	 order	 to	 aid	 the	escaped	 Union	 soldiers,	 leaving	 her	 in	 a	 difficult	 position	 come	 the	 end	 of	 the	 war.	 In	contrast	 to	 Boyd,	 who	 aimed	 to	 live	 in	 the	 spotlight	 the	 remainder	 of	 her	 life,	 Van	 Lew	removed	 herself	 from	 the	 public,	 and	 essentially	 lived	 behind	 the	 comfort	 of	 her	 house	walls	 for	the	rest	of	her	 life.	After	her	death	in	September	1900,	the	people	of	Richmond,	according	to	Abbott,	reported	seeing	Van	Lew’s	ghost,	showing	she	had	a	lasting	impact	on	her	city.92	
		 	
																																																																				92	Abbott,	428.	
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CONCLUSION	There	were	many	courageous	women	in	the	Civil	War	who	took	action	instead	of	sitting	back	and	falling	into	stereotypes	and	typical	expectations	of	women.	These	women,	Rose	O’Neal	Greenhow,	Belle	Boyd,	Sarah	Emma	Edmonds,	and	Elizabeth	Van	Lew,	did	things	that	many	would	not	think	of	doing.	There	is	a	difference	between	doing	for	your	cause,	in	terms	of	fundraisers,	sewing,	etc.,	and	doing	for	your	cause,	in	terms	of	going	onto	the	battlefield,	passing	on	correspondence,	etc.	It	is	hard	to	evaluate	the	truth	of	the	stories	these	women	shared	with	the	world.	How	could	one	disregard	the	stories	written	by	these	women	who	put	their	lives	on	the	line	for	something	they	believed	so	strongly	in?	As	previously	stated	with	Edmonds,	these	women	knew,	for	the	most	part,	what	the	American	public	wanted	to	read.	In	their	memoirs,	they	wrote	what	people	wanted	to	hear,	some	of	it	fact	and	some	of	it	fiction.	However	true	the	stories	were,	the	American	public	was	interested	in	them	and	cared	about	their	stories.	It	is	due	to	time	that	their	stories	have	been	lost	and	are	not	as	cherished	as	they	were	once	before.	It	is	up	to	historians	and	scholars	to	revive	the	stories	of	these	women	and	share	them	with	society,	as	they	played	a	huge	impact	on	not	only	the	Civil	War,	but	the	evolution	of	women’s	roles.	One	question	that	comes	to	mind	when	reading	about	these	women	is	who	acted	least	like	a	spy.	Originally,	I	believed	Edmonds	acted	least	like	a	spy.	She	did	not	run	a	spy	ring	or	pass	information	like	Greenhow,	Boyd,	or	Van	Lew,	but	after	reading	more	about	her	history,	she	is	absolutely	one	of	the	most	spy-like	of	the	women.	I	would	have	to	say	Van	Lew	was	the	one	who	acted	least	like	a	spy.	Boyd	and	Edmonds	both	acted	just	as	spies	are	perceived-	they	went	undercover	and	used	different	identities	(Edmonds	more	than	
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Boyd).	Greenhow	used	her	charm	to	seduce	men	in	order	to	gain	vital	information.	Although	Van	Lew	worked	similarly	to	how	Greenhow	did,	in	the	sense	of	running	a	successful	spy	ring	right	under	Richmond’s	nose,	there	is	something	about	her	story	that	does	not	resonate	“spy”.	She	worked	closely	with	Union	soldiers	in	Libby	Prison,	and	passed	on	vital	information	to	them,	but	on	the	other	hand,	she	kept	very	secluded	to	her	home	and	did	not	raise	as	many	questions	as	the	other	women	did.		 Greenhow,	Boyd,	Edmonds	and	Van	Lew	each	had	an	impact	on	society	and	their	causes,	but	they	ultimately	had	impacts	on	their	own	lives.	Their	family	life,	love	life,	and	personality/well-being	were	all	impacted	in	some	way.	Every	action	they	took	impacted	one	of	the	following	categories,	which	is	evident	through	their	stories.	These	women	were	courageous	and	domineering,	and	this	showed	in	the	history	of	their	lives.			 	
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